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8 che following iber oa the. Wu | 
probation of his Superiors, and is charitably- 
intended. to recommend ſuch a. Temper and 
Conduct as appear to the Author eſſential to the 
= Character of a true Chriftian,, and the only rational 
Means of promoting the great and:gloxious Deſign of 
the Goſpel ;, he makes no other Apology for the Pub- 
lication of it: But, deſiring to caſt his Mite. into the 
Treaſury for ſo. good a Purpoſe, he humbly hopeth, 
in the ſame Spirit of Love, that every ſincere Chriſtian - 
will. heartily j join with him, in earneſtly beſceching 
The God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chr. ft, our 
only' Saviour, the Prince of Peace, to take away all 
Hatred and Prejudice, and whatſoever elſe may hinder 
us from godly Union and Concord: That as there is but 
aue Body, and one Spirit, and one Hope of our Calling; 
dene 
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HE two at Cauſes of ene hes we are 
BEN. furniſhed with the Means of Information, are the 

K rp of 1 and the want of a” lication.”” . 
err * | "epi Blind cannot FEY nor ths Diu hike tie 
the e manch dlnob of the Organs of Senſe. The Prejudiced and 
Profane neither fee nor hear, becauſe they wilfully ſhut their 
Eyes to the Light, and, like he deaf Adder, ſtop their Ears, 
and 2 aha to hear the Fore 1 the rye charm 4. never 15 1 


geh, 


The natur Infiremitics Bock of Ady a 125 Mind, Arnim our 
| Pity ; and a benevolent Man will always /ament, but never blame, 
the invincible Ignorance of his Fellow- Creatures, m—_ more than 
he would g lame, rather than pify, the Impotence of the Man 
20h had been a SO from bis Mother's Womb... e 


But dbulintury Ignorance, or an obſtinate eke of Duty, 
is always a Crime; and a Crime exactly proportionate to that De- 
gree of Li ight, and thoſe N ITY on Ly genre; againſt 
Nenne it is committed. e 

Hdice the amazing Incredulity of the Fews, in a rejedting if this 
Dosi and Miracles of Fefas, became inexcufable, I had 

B 


Not 


e CU CE RIO RTE EO C 
| T them the Morde which none W Aker! 40 5 
Had not had Sin: If my Doctrine had not been, in its Nature 
and Tendency moſt excellent, and ſupported by Miracles, be- 
yond all Example conſpicuouſly. great and illuſtrious, much 
might have been ſaid in defence of their Conduct; but now they 
' have no Chak for their Sin; not the Shadow of an Excuſe for 
their Guilt : For as he that Seeketh his own Glory, that meaneth 
only to promote his own private Intereſt, and acteth upon no 
better a Principle than that of Avarice, Ambition, or popular 
Applauſe, moſt certainly /peaketh of himſelf, without any Divine 
whoſe Doctrine is apparently calculated to promote nothing but 
Piety and Virtue, the Good of Mankind, and: the Glory of God, 
giveth the World no ground to ſuſpe& him of Impoſture, or to 
diſpute.the authenticity of his Commiſſion ; he ſame is true, and 
there is uo Unrighteouſneſs in tym. And if ſuch a Preacher of 
1 Righteouſneſi publickly declareth, that bis Doctrine is not his own, 
but his that ſeut bim; that he is commiſſioned by the King of 
Heaven to teach Men the Conditions of Pardon and Acceptance, 
and at the fame Time produceth better Credentials, more and 
more convincing Demonſtrations of the Divinity of his Miſſion, in 
the Number, Nature, and Importance of the Miracles he worketh, 
than ever were produced in confirmation of any other Doctrine ; 
it cannot be any longer a Queſtion, with reaſonable and unpre- 
judiced Minds, whether God be with bim; 5 for # him hath God, the 
Father moſt evidently ſealed. + IN | 


Now as s Fo eſus Chr: * is the ſame 1 and to-day, and for- 
euer, in his Doctrine and Miracles; the ſame Diſpoſition of 
Mind which was at any Time ſufficient to make a Man a Cbriſtian, 
muſt at a/l Times be 0. And if any Man will do his Will, (whe- 
ther he be Highů or how, rich or poor, learned or unlearned) if 

any Man be ſincerely diſpoſed to believe, and to do whatſoever 
ſhall ey appear, upon erk to be the Will of God, he ſhall 

know 


3 of the Doctrine. whether it be e Gu, or whether vue Aut 
v bane, 


: In he Maur of Things it is dens; that all Duties ; of | 
vniverſal Obligation, muſt be univerſally intelligible: and uni- 
verſally practicable: And therefore, that 0 Salvation of a Man's 
Soul cannot depend upon the Size of his Underſtanding, but 
upon the Sincerity of his Heart. And whatever Difficulties may = 
attend the ſucceſsful Proſecution of Arts and Sciences, it is 4 
Bleſſing and Advantage peculiar to the heavenly Science of Reli- 
gion, that, by the ſpecial Promiſe of God, no honeſt Mind ſhall be 
ignorant of the Duties of Life; no Man who ſincerely applieth 
himſelf to the Study of God's Word, in the diligent Uſe of the 
Helps and Aſſiſtances which are afforded him. Though one 
may know more than another, as. firong Meat belongeth to them 
that are of full Age, as well as Milk to Baber; yet every Man 
ſhall know what is neceſſary to /e hig own Soul alive, if he thus 
ſeek it, where alone it is to os Sounds in the ERR of the 
Will of God. | | 


; * - 7 + T5 5 N 
1 


Did we F to e WW: 1 wet 9 e of 
I fallibility ; or (which amounts, in Effect, to the fame Thing) 
to thoſe who have imperiouſly aſſumed the Character of autho- 
ritative Teachers of Religion, proudly lording it over Gods 
Heritage, under whatever Claſs or Denomination they are ranked, 
into whatever Party they are liſted, they would teach us, indeed, 
quite another Leſſon: One would ſend: us to the Decrees of 
Popes and the Deciſions of Councils ; another to the Ads of Synods, 
or inferior Aſemblies; and all of them, to the Explications 'of 
fallible Men; and dogmatically tell us, that we muſt believe and 
profeſs the Doctrine of their reſpective Churches, if we would 
know, for. certain, the Doctrine of Chriſt. But can a Man 
believe any thing without Evidence? And what Evidence can 


de ſufficient_to convince us of the OY of any Doctrine 
with 


* 11 CITED. 
$ 


"+ g ) x 
with the Word S60ed; unleſs we firſt know ke that go 
Word of God is? If we muſt try the Spirits, which pretend to 
Inſpiration, whether they be of God, and prove all Things by the 
ſacred Standard of Truth, before we can hold faſt that obich i is 
good; is it not a' Crime, and may it not bs en _ ſion, to 
eee any Wee without * a N dag i * L617 


* 
. — F — 1 * - "= 
A 3 * pe I 4 


2 bus Tor” Proteſtants dls; wid W we believe * ben = we 
are thus taught by our heavenly Maſter, who doth not, like many 
of his pretended Followers, demand Aſſent to his Doctrine, uporr 
the ſingle Authority of his own Teſtimony, (and ſurely rbe Ser 
vant is not above his Lord I) but apoh the Strength of the Evi- 
dence he produced in ſupport of his Divine Character. Je 
Works: which I do in my Father Name, they bear Witneſs of me. 
To theſe he appealeth as to the Seals of his Miſſion; and to bm 
muſt every Chriſtian ultimately appeal for the Conditions of his 
Salvation. For in ſettling this moſt important of all other Con- 
oerns, the Authority of Man is nothing; the Authority of ten 
thouſand Men is nothing: For who but the Saviour of the 
We arld _ A R to * us _ we 1 = 70 80 you 5 


| engere the Bible abies 15 1 Relgim of Wesen id Chriſt 
the ſole Lawgiver in his own Kingdom: And all human Ex- 
plications of his Laws, ought only ſo far to influence the Judge- 
ment, as they appear to agree with the original Charter. For 
though we, or an Angel from Heaven, ſaith the great Apoſtle to 
the Galatians, (and repeats it with the moſt awful Solemnity). 
preach any Gaſpel unto you, than age n We baue 1 unto 
| e let 5 * e _ | 


. 


* 


The aca Voices of Millions « cannot — e Nature of 
T ruth: It will eternally be what it is: And as Holy Scrip- 
ture r a — — to Salvation ; 3 o what 


ſoever. 


( 0) cute. 
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69 


ue, ſhaver is not read therein, nor may be proved thereby, i is not 


6 required of any Man, that it ſhould be believed as an Article 


«of Faith, or be thought in or . open to Salva- | 


F e 
45 7 oh Tow nd 70 a T, oftimony, Kathie, Lin every Bos 
trine which claims God for its Author; and let us never preſume 
to invert the Rule of Judgment, by forcing the Scripture to our 
Opinions; but with all Humility and Meekneſs, be ready to 
ſubmit our Religious Opinions to the Authority of Scripture. 
Let every Doctrine be honeſtly weighed in this Balance of the 


Sanctuary; and if it be not Standard Proof, let it be by as 


baſe and n. 


And this we may conic "ROT: in every thing Beoelhy | 
to the Saving of the Soul ; if we do but pay a juſt Regard to'the 


gracious Declaration of our Saviour in the Text. For i any 


Man be defprous (c) to do his Will, be fhall know of the Dohr Fo 


But then the aner of thus Deſire muſt appear in che wot: 


F irft P Jace, in a Klizeot Search of the Holy penis. For 


have ſhall we. do the Will of God without 1 it? And how 
ſhall we know it without: Tay” 2 | 


Aber are daha, indeed, that fit down perfectly ae 


* an implicit Aſſent to the traditionary Faith of their Fathers, 
without ever examining the Validity of the Title by which they 


hold it; and can give you no better a Reaſon of the Hope that is 


in them, but that they happened to be born in a Chriſtian Country. 
From this lazy Temper proceeds that hereditary Ignorance and 
Bigotry, which prevail, more or leſs, in every religious Com- 
munity. Hence we frequently find Men profeſſing they know 
808. *. bn * n wt know: not wy. 5 
| <Q : 8 
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| ahi Principte, it os but by accident thats; a Man 18 er 2. 
. l at all; and he that is born in Error, is ſure to die in 
You may call it Faith, if you pleaſe ; but it is ſuch a Faitùù 
as. 0 will forever keep a Man, whether right or wrong, exactly 
where it findeth him: It will make a Few a Few, a Mabometan 


a Mabometan, and a Pop 4 a Papiſt, to the End of his Life. 


Had this criminal Credulity, this blind Obeächee and laviſh 
Submiſſion of the Underſtanding to eſtabliſhed Opinions, /iz// | 
prevailed in this Church and Nation, we had ill been groaning 
under the Bondage of Popery. The venerable Fathers of the Re- 

formation had never expired in the Flames; terrible, indeed, to 
them ! but to us auſpicious Flames, which (bleſſed, forever bleſſed 
be God!) fo happily diſpelled the black Clouds of Papal Igno- 
ance, Superſtition and Prieflcraft ; ſo effectually deſtroyed that 
eppreſſive Power they were kindled on purpoſe. to ſupport, and 
gave birth to that glorious Spirit of civil and religious Liberty, 
which now ſhineth in its Meridian Luſtre, under the mild and 
merciful Adminiſtration of a brave and benevolent Prince; under 
the Smiles and Approbation of the truly Proteſtant Prelates of 
of our Church; under the Protection of Government and Laws. 
They were fully perſuaded that nothing could be the Faith of a 
_ Chriſtian, but what was taught i in the-Goſpel of Chriſt ; that it 
was every Man's Duty to examine that Goſpel; and that whatever 
they could diſcover, upon fair-Enquiry, to be the Will of God, 

they were bound in Conſcience to profeſs pub/icily, and to obey 
univerſally, though, at the Expence of their Lives: 


1 This i is the Duty 45 every Chriſtian, and 1 zfſedly ſo of every 
Proteſtant. And in order to ſucceed i in this a ha we muſt be 
: « OE careful in the 


| Next Place, to diveſt the Mind of every Kind 6d 1 * 
Prejudice, and not ſuffer it to be influenced by any partial Re- 


_  gards 


WAY TN 
gards to human Connections and Dependencies; by. any temporal | 
Views and Expectations; by any worldly Motives or ſelfiſn Con- 

_ »ſiderations;; but to ſeek the Truth with an Gee Hun, 
and to embrace it . v jerever we t it. 


The Traveller wants to know the next and beſt Way to the | 
End of his Journey, without any regard to the Name of the 
Country thro which it lieth : An upright Judge i is anxious only 
to diſcover the Truth, that he may know with as much Certainty 
as poſſible, whether the Priſoner at the Bar be guilty or innocent, 
in order to pronounce a righteous Sentence, that he may not con- 
demn himſelf, whilſt he is condemning or acquitting another. 

With the fame honeſt Indifference ſhould” every Chriſtian enquire 
after the Road that leadeth to Heaven; not with an Indifference, 
whether he find it or not; for in ſuch an Enquiry he can never 
| be. too anxious, never tov diligent ; but with à perfect Ind. Herence 
- whether the Fruth be profeſſed i in this or thut Church, in any, 
or uo religious Community. It is the Truth only we are bound 
to ſeek after; and Gold is Gol wherever it is found; and not the 
t 9 ſo for being nen in ae with vaſer Mya. 


Prejudice i is the Bane of al celigivus Sirens! REN the 
Inlets of Knowledge; fettereth the Powers of Reaſon; robbeth 
Man ond the Means of ine and On of tas Glory.” 


Why did the Fews rej w the Dodtine bad Mt Alles of volts 
in Oppoſition to the united Powers of Demonſtration, and the 
- manifeſt Senſe of their own Prophecies 7 but becauſe they loved 
- Darkneſs rather than Light; becauſe they were proud, haughty, 
covetous and carnal ; gffectediy religious, but really- profane. 
Hence the moſt ſtupendous Miracles, wrought fot the beſt Pur- 
poſes, made no Impreflion upon their Minds; nay, were moſt 


maliciouſſy, perverſly and . aſcribed to the Operation of 
an infernal 1 5 
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at 2 0 12) Y 
1 any of the Ruhr, ar of the Phariſees) FR IR him? 
Ea ſhould. they, believe, 5 receiue Honour from Men ? Hov- 
ſhould AR proud, 'Phariſee; believe that; any good Ting could come 
"out of Nazareth? Or thats nennen could be the Pro- 
Hhef of God. 


Thou K. never 2 — 4 Gs this Man, ; e V Aid 1 b 
Werks as none ather Man ever did, Nicodemus is inſulted for not 
condemning him without an Hearing; and the People who were 


ſo honeſt and ingenuous as to ſubmit to the Evidences of his 
; Miſſion, are pronounced accurſed. His Doctrine mult be falſe, 
and his Miracles a Deluſion, for this very - ſingular fer 


Becauſe out: o Galilee ariſeth no Prophet i 4 Yer wk e edt 


89 what an inerchfable Conduct was i ] * ie 
to their Caſe is the Language of God to the Prophet Ezekiel ? 
Son of Man thou dwelleſt in the midft of a. rebellious Hauſe, 'whith 
have, Eyes. to ſee, and fee not—have Haet: #6 Seas: and hear” 70h < 

for. they are a Feelin Houſe (e).. 16's | 

Every Man. is a "Rebel 33 tis: own 1 15 Fs God 
that gave it him, when in, contempt of its Authority, he fol- 


5 loweth t the blind Guidance and Direction of his mam: 


In all 41 5 odng the Truth, the Paſſions en never to 


| have any Weight. Neither the Fear of offending, nor the Hope 


of plealing; neither the Proſpect of Reward, nor the Dread 


of moat, add any thing to the Evidence of Facts; and 


the Influence which ariſeth from the ſuppoſed Advantage of 
' believing g Or from, the, Diſadvantage of diſbelieving any Doctrine, 
is no better, than a criminal Partiality. . And though eunning 
and crafty Men, from Motives of worldly Policy, may make no 
; Conkeience of. applying t to the Hape 8 and Fears ab the n and 
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(d Ji Vil. 52, (e) Exck, x xii, 2. 


| 7 ig) „ 1 
the an; in order to gain their Aſſent to their oun parti? 
cular Sy eme; it is not uncorrupted Honeſty and the ſincere Love 
of Truth that worketh that way z it is not that undiſguiſed 
Simplicity and unbiaſſed Integrity of Soul, which can alone re- 
commend us to the Approbation of the great Searcher of mne 
and the Rewarder of 8 that diligently feek lan. 


* * 
= _-: 


Meritorious Faith is a Moral Virtue : For 83 n no 
Merit in aſſenting to a credible Propoſition, ſupported by credible 
Teſtimony, . yet there is Morality in laying aſide all Prejudice 
and Partiality; in opening the Mind to Conviction; in applying 

diligently, and in the Fear of God, to the Study of his Word. 
It is a Virtue to be aſſiduous in our Enquiries after Truth, with 
an humble and pious Reſolution to e our Aer to Ms as Foun 


* OY 


| Such a Diſpoſition of Mind, it is the Duty af; rvory | Chribian 
to cultivate. And to this rational Freedom of Enquiry we owe 
the great and happy Diſcoveries that have been made in the - 
Study of the ſacred Volumes, fince the Reæſurrection of Letters, 
which was indeed the Reſurret:on of Common=Senſe,. of - Reajon, 
and Liberty; when the human Underſtanding recovered. its ori- 
ginal Dignity, and gloriouſly emerged from yon unfathomable 
Abyſs of Papal Ignorance and Error, in which it had been mi- 
ſcrably ſunk through fucceflive Ages: And they that abſurdly 
argue againſt the modeſt uſe of Reaſon in Matters of Religion, 
would entangle us again with the Yoke of ſpiritual Bondage, and 
rob us of that Er. . Gee. and - ee boys e us 


But — . 18 Mn upon; "this Principle? PF not oy dad 
Creature; nothing better than an intelligent Machine : And if 
be once miſtake, how ſhall he ever come at the Knowledge of the 
T ruth 2 If he N not examine f n apd "On e 

* Sx ot my 


L 
be thatis ignorant, muſt be ignorant ſtill: ond he that will not 
give Moſes and the Prophets a fair Hearing, Kaya gage _=_ 
Suaded though one aroſe ow: the Dias." me 70 SS 

+ bank ona doe 1099 2: 7 W; SEM YH DfS CTR! 
Great and vod as the bros Apoſtle St. Paul was, after his 
Cen, how furiouſly did he breathe out Weng and 
Slaughter againſt the Church of Chrift , What Hovock did be 
male of it 75 „ Whit he continued a Jet, under the pernicious 
Influence ef blind Zeal! And how bitterly does he afterwards 
accuſe and/cofidema, himſelf, for ſuch an abfurd and unreaſonable 
Conduct! Happy for themſelves and the World, if all the fiery. 
Sons of Perſecution would take warning by his affecting Example! 
EI ani eſs than the leaſt of the Saints (8); <P om Teaft of the 
Apoſtles, and not meet" r be called an Apoſtle Why fo ? Becanſe r 
perſecuted the Church of God (i). — I was before a Blaſphemer, a 
Perſecutor, and furious; ; injurious, becauſe a Perſecutor; for 
what greater Injury can be done to Man, than to torment and 
torture him Toe” Ae %p His > God, our $5 a — yon ad pure 
. wy | rea 
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And a 2 im a be Pour came into „ nuit . FORD Van | 
of oben: I am Chief'(k) ; or rather, of whom I am the firſt (1); 
not- the greateſt of all other Sinners, but one of the fr ft Oo ; 
Sinners, who have found an i Degree of Mercy, if 
te Manner of my Converſion, and 1 2 —_ 22 

Office be moy conſidered... 1 39 | 

IR <3 
| Hence you ſee the true Character of St Paul; in his own Ac- 
count of his own Caſe, whilſt he was under the Dominion of 
Prejudice. Through his whole Life, his mad blind Zeal ex, 
cepted; "be hail" lived in all good Conſcience before God. In this, 


* on us „ante, u. the deepeſt ThomHation and Concern,” 
he. 


65 n i. 17. Dil Chap. viii, Ty ( Ppbeſ: l ii. 8. © | tc. uv, 9. 
or I Tim. i. 13, 15. (I) g. 5 | 


ER 
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. 
| he had. been — And it is not till e 
became a Chriſtian, till the Sword of Perſecution: dropped out 
of his Hand, and ws Fayy of the Lion was arte gon ems” cloned, 
Bari 4 awrcife g is hang a — of of: 
_ fence toward God, and toward: Men fm Such à Conſcience he 
could not have, ſo long as he —_ e erg and in- 
DJ ee 4 11. 5611 720 yoo -Þ hs 4151 8 
2002 [15:3 Oil #1 2 . 017 | 2 
- Without: Chanity, Wikis a truly Catholith + Spirit e ef Bones 
| BY which he had not in his unconverted State, he Was 
nothing (1), according to his own Doctrine. Had he fat down 
with a cool Head, and an unprejudiced Mind, to examine the 
Evidences of the Goſpel, in the Life, Doctrine and Miracles of 
its bleſſed Author, he had not wanted another: *** to con 
h. tis ig ee | Den 


| But hs can 7 honefihy of the Poatcnficgh of a Teacher, 
ad of the Merits of his Claim, without a candid Examination? 
It is not ſufficient to ſay, v ac accurding to our Knowledge, when 
we give Judgment in any Caſe, unleſs we have firſt endeavoured 
to be rightly informed. St. Paul might ſay ſo, when he con- 
ſented to the Murder of Stephen; an Inquifitor may. ſay fo, whilſt. 
he is infiumanly ſhedding the Blood of the Innocent: But no- 
Man can juſtify his Conduct, to God and his own Conſcience, 
in any deliberate moral Act, if he is not fully perſuaded in his own 
Mind, upon mature Confideration, of the Innocence and Honeſty 8 
of his Intention. A rational Creature is bound to act rationally. 
And, therefore, if he be conſiſtent with himſelf, he will ſpare no 
Pains to get the beſt Information he poſſibly can, in the mm 
Affair of Salvation: He will pray to God. without ceaſing, for: 
ns Influences and Illuminations of his-infallible Spirit, to kad: 


him: 
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bir into all Trurb, and to aflift him in the Practice of it. And 
** en enen Halt eat. Dodtrine. Dow. in che 
ien Place, A dee cinndths ſabwoſed_to:req quire + any 
ming from his Creatures, beyond the Powers and Pofibilitic 
of their intellectual and moral Strength. Such a Conduct would 
be both abſurd and cruel. And as che Powers of the Mind, as 
well as of the Body, are limited; beyond their Limits they cannot 
act. No rational Aſſent to any Propoſition, can exceed the Mea- 
fare and Degrees of its Credibility. And you may as well command : 
a wy a Mountain, as Bis Contradiction. 


But the compaffionate Father by Mankind never treateth his 
Children with ſuch Severity, how unmercifully ſoever they may 
ſometimes treat one- another. His good Providence is peculiarly 
engaged to favour and protect thoſe dutiful and obedient Chil- 
dren, that truſt in him with all their Heart, and lean not to their 
own Underſtanding. Beſides the gracious Promiſe of our bleſſed 
Saviour, we have repeated Aſſurances to this Purpoſe in his holy 
Word. Then ſhall we know, if we follow on to know the Bord (0) ; 
if we proſecute. this Knowledge with Sincerity and Diligence. 
For them that are meek will be guide in Judgment, and ſuch as are 
bee them ſhall he learn his Way (þ) 3 they ſhall underfiand the 

Fear of the Fr ond Jad the Mc 0 G 7 2 ; "TH 


| ade the Royal Pſalmif had more Underfandin 9 than alt his 
Thankers,” and than ail the Ancients that had gone before him; 
becauſe the Teſtimonies of the Lord were his Meditation, and be 
| tept the Precepts of bis God (r). Stek and aſt with Piety and 
Perſeverance, and ye ſhall ind and recerve the ſpiritual Aids and 
Aſſiſtances ye want. Fa Man love me, faid the Son of God, he 
* keep. * Words; and if he doth io, 19 Father will love him, 


and 
(be Hhſea vi. 3. (p) Pſalms 1 XXV+ 9. () Prov. ii. 5. 050 *. 1080 190. 


Tar) : 
and we will come unto him, and make our Abode with Bin (5). 
Therefore ſuch a Man may TOR conclude, that he 1 know 
| of the Doctrine. 5 


From henos we may infer, with great Moral Certainty, that the 
general Cauſe of Infidelity is not the want of Evidence to ſupport 


the Credibility of the Goſpel, but of an honeſt and teachable 


Mind; of a Mind ſincerely diſpoſed to hear and receive with all 
Meekneſs and Readineſs, the engraſted Word : None of the Wicked 
ſhall underſtand ; but the Wiſe, the Virtuous and Well-diſpoſed, 
hall underſtand (t). The Man that will do his Will, ſhall know of 
the Doctrine; therefore they that know it not, when fairly pro- 
poſed, are the Diſobedient and Immoral. 


And indeed the whole Doctrine of the Goſpel, as well as 
the great and glorious Deſign of it, is, in its own Nature, ſo 
amiable and excellent ; ſo admirably calculated to promote the 
ſupreme Happineſs of Man, and the true Honour and Glory of 
God ; by inculcating the Neceſſity of univerſal Holineſs. of Life, 
and affording us the moſt ratianal and efficacious Means of at- 


| taining that Holineſs ; and the external Evidence of it is ſo irre- 


fiſtably clear, cogent and convincing, that it requireth an un- 
common Meaſure of Charity, to ſuppoſe a Man capable.of re- 
fuſing his Aſſent to it, with the u Blaze of this Evidence be- 
fore his Eyes, without a great Degree of Guilt and Self-Con- 


demnation. Let us remember who it is that ſaid, He that be- 


lieveth not ſhall be damned : Not he that is willing to believe, and 
ready to-obey, whatſoever he can diſeover to be the Will of God, 
tho' in ſome things he may accidentally miſtake ; but he that 
wilfully rejecteth, obſtinately d:ſbelieveth ſu the Goſpel, and 
diſobeyeth the Laws of it. This is a very criminal Character. 
And notwithſtanding the boaſted Triumphs of the Champions 
of Infidelity, they would do well to conſider, whether they are 
not built ok the Ruins of their own Reaſon ; mm they do 
| E Þ | not 
( $ 1) Jeb xiv. ” © ( t) Ded xii. 10. 10 ) 5 àrisicas. l 16. 
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bin into all Truth, and to. aid eee Practice of it. And 
ke par oof. ee ll en ee ee For, mathe © 
. Third Place, A Beg einde uppoſed e ning 
thing: from. his Creatures, beyond. ä Poſſibilities 
of their intellectual and moral Strength. Such a Conduct would 
be both abſurd and cruel. And as the Powers of the Mind, as 
well as of the Body, are limited; beyond their Limits they cannot 
act. No rational Aſſent to any Propoſition, can exceed the Mea- 
fare and Degrees of its Credibility. And you may as well command 
a Man iow a Mountain, . as to d Saleve 8 Chntradiftion. l 


But the compattionate Father of Mankind never treateth his 
Children with ſuch Severity, how unmercifully ſoever they may 
ſometimes treat one- another. His good Providence is peculiarly 
engaged to favour and protect thoſe dutiful and obedient Chil- 
dren, that truſt in him with all their Heart, and lan not to their 
own Underſtanding. Beſides the gracious Promiſe of our bleſſed 
Saviour, we have repeated Aflurances to this Purpoſe in his holy 
Word. Then ſhall we know, if we follow on to know the Ford (0) ; 
if we proſecute. this Knowledge with Sincerity and Diligence. 
For them that: are meek will he guide in Judgment, and fuch as are 
gentle, them ſhall he learn his Way p ; they ſhall I the 
Fear Vf the Lars, and find the IR ee . 


| ae the Royal Pſalmift had more ee hint alt bis 

Teachers, and than all the Ancients that had gone before him; 
becauſe the Teſtimonies of the Lord were bis Meditation, and be 
kept the Precepts of bis God (r}. Seek and aſs with Piety and 
Perſeverance, and ye ſhall ind and receive the ſpiritual Aids and 
Aſſiſtances ye want. Fa Man love me, ſaid the Son of God, he 
a keep my Words 3- and if he doth fo, ay Kane will love him, 


and 
BY F Hoſe vi. 3. (#) N *. 9. ( Prev. ii. 5. (r) ee 150. 


to) - © 
and we will come unto him, and male our Abod: with bim Ci). 
Therefore ſuch a Man may en, conclude, that he yur Eno 20 
15 of the Doctrine. 0 


From his we may 165 with great Moral Certainty, chat the 
general Cauſe of Infidelity is not * want of Evidence to ſupport 


the Credibility of the Goſpel, but of an honeſt and teachable 


Mind]; of a Mind fincerely diſpoſed to hear and receive with all 
Meekneſs and Readineſs, the engrafted Word : None of the Wicked 
Shall underſtand; but the Wiſe, the Virtuous and Well-diſpoſed, 

ball underſtand (t). The Man that will do his Will, ſhall know of 
the Doctrine; therefore they that know it not, when fairly pro- 
poſed, are the Diſobedient and Immoral. 


And indeed the Wan Doctrine of the Goſpel, as well as 
che great and glorious Deſign of it, is, in its own Nature, fo 
amiable and excellent; ſo admirably calculated to promote the 
ſupreme Happineſs of Man, and the true Honour and Glory of 
God]; by inculcating the Neceflity of univerſal Holineſs of Life, 
and affording us the moſt rational and efficacious Means of at- 
taining fhat Holineſs ; and the external Evidence of it is fo irre- 
ſiſtably clear, cogent and convincing, that it requireth an un- 
common Meaſure of Charity, to ſuppoſe a Man capable of re- 
fuſing his Aſſent to it, with the ll Blaze of this Evidence be- 


fore his Eyes, without a great Degree of Guilt and Self-Con- 


demnation. Let us remember who it is that ſaid, He tbat be- 
lieueth not ſhall be damned : Not he that is willing to believe, and 
ready to obey, whatſoever he can difcover to be the Will of God, 
tho' in ſome things he may accidentally miſtake ; but he that 
wilfully rejecteth, obſtinately dfbelieverh (wu) the wow and 
diſobeyeth the Laws of it. This is a very criminal Character. 


And notwithſtanding the boaſted Triumphs of the (Champions 


of Infidelity, they would do well to conſider, whether they are 
not built upon the Ruins of their own Reaſon ; whether they do 
(s) Jobn xiv. 3. (t) Daniel xii. 10. (a) 5 &mrioas. Mark xvi. 16. 
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| - not proceed from the Corr: ptions of the Heart, rather than. 1 0 

the Convictions of the Head; from an evil Heart of Wasen. 
which ae them to depart from rhe Living God {wo Yr 


Take heed, TN; 3 of Prejudice. 


The next Concluſion from the Doctrine of the Text, is, that 
we ſhould be extremely cautious in condemning any Man for his 
Faith and Opinions, whoſe Life and Conduct are unblameable. 
To ſuch an one, Chriſt hath promiſed the Knowledge of his Duty. 
« And a truly fincere good Man (as the excellent Biſhop Moore 
„ expreſſeth it) ſhall never err fenden or if he 5 ern, 


« God will * him 0 x). 2 


If a Man's Life be vicious and immoral, all his Pretenſions to: 
| Religion are vain. If he offend againſt the Community, the 
g Law is open, and let him be puniſhed : But the Rights of Con- 
þ ſcience are ſacred ; and as God alone knoweth the Heart, he alone 
can judge it: And if all Men are fallible, this is an n unanſwerable 
Reaſon why they ſhould all be charitable. 


5 Let no Man, therefore, preſume to deſpiſe, or ſet at nought his - 
; Chriſtian Brother; the humble, the pious, tho? miſtaken Chri Han, 
_ loveth his 1 and adoreth hes God. 


| , Well, but He that is an Heretic, fie ha PR Ja FREY Ad. 
monition, reject, ſaith the Apoſtle to Titus. Very true; but who 
is he? For doth not the ſame Apoſtle, in the noble Defence he 
made before F elix, when accuſed by the Fews, frankly confeſs, 
that after the Way which they called Hereſy, ſo worſhipped be the 
God of his Fathers? And doth not the whole Proteſtant World 
worſhip the ſame God, after the Way which that church calleth 
Hereſy, which, with equal Truth and good Senſe, calleth her- 
ſelf 
| (w) Hieb. iii. 12. (x) Serm, before the Society for the GEM the 
Goſpel. 85 5 
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' (y) Gad. v. 19, An (=) Dr. Forti ortin's Diſcourſes, He. Mok 24, 


. (ag SI 
felf Catholia; "YL out of her abundant, but na Zeal, ; 
hateth and perſecuteth all that differ from her, 6 as Beaſts of Prey 
markeg out or Dane | 


ATI. aft. * ? 3 71 I 
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But . * e. 8 ot Nen, that criminal Hoch doth not 


conſiſt in diſſenting from the Roman Doctors, any more than it 


did in diflenting from the Feiſh Doctors in the Days of St. Paul; 


not in diſſenting from any Doctors upon Earth, ſo long as we 


ſeek the Truth in the Love of it, with a peaceable and a pious 
Temper, with a ſincere: Deſire to do re Will of God. When it 


is mention'd. as a Crime, and not as a Term of Reproach, it is 


put in the Catalogue with the vileſt Immoralities, Adultery, Forni- 


cation, eme W and other dineftable 1. orks w | 
- Kiſs 0. | Uta end 
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T * Main th; 18 ſc of fich Hereſy as bbs and ſetteth wu 


{elf up for the Head of a Faction, to the Diſturbance of the Peace 
of Society, after the firſt. and ſecond Admonition, reſect; have no- 
thing to do with him, if he will not be reclaimed; for you know 


that he is a notorious Offender, that he is ſubverted and firneth; 


_ nay, that, by continuing incorrigible, after the firſt and ſecond 


Admonition ©* (and, perhaps, after he had e a better Be- 
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Fe "FIR that in Simplicity an _—y Sig ebe hawk to 


in his Converſation in the en let no Man condemn, | 
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) 0 6 5 he be e fo fight againſt, ute e e ent . 2 


In Matters took Reli gious, d ard be n e per. 
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er us not cheryl . one —— any more: But FI. this 
rather, that no Man put a Stumbling- block,” or an occgfion to Fall 


in 


(20) 
in N Brother's Way (a). OY we Man wy whom tea: 
Fence vemeth (. ; BE 
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And that we who have the W to Verve Odi in the Go: | 
pel of bir Som, may vrep ourſelves pure from the Blood of all Men, 
taking heed to the Miniftry vhich we have recetved in the Lord, to 
Hull it; that we may Ano of the Doctrine, fo as to be able 
to teach others alſo; let us be religiouſly careful to adorn it in all 
things, in the Sanctity of our Hearts and Lives, in the faithful 
Diſcharge of all the Duties of our holy Function. For the dignity 
-of every Office, is an Aggravation of the Guilt of neglecting 
its Duties. F we are the Salt of the Earth; it is our immediate 
and more [peculiar Buſinets to preſerve it from Corruption. 
If we are the Light of the World, and are placed as a City upon a 
Full, which cannot be hid; the ſplendor of our Examples ought 
to become ſo conſpicuous before Men, that they muy ſee our good 
Morte, amd glorify our Father uo is in Heaven. For if we be 
faulty in our Practice; if we ſay, but db not, or do contrary to 
What we ſay we pull down with our Sd Lives, all that \ we can 
ee a with the ranges of Oe 0 t. K 


[Baz if obe Lives * e ee and our Doctrine without 
Blame; then we not only do rhe Will of God, but are Labourers 
together with him. And what Succeſs may we not expect, un- 
der the Protection, and with the Aſſiſtance, of Omnipotence ? 

If we be careful to ſecure that Aſſiſtance, and not to exceed our 
Commiſſion; not to preach for Dactrines the Commanuments of 
Men, not to preach ourſelves, but Chriſt Feſus the Lord. For 
ee the Teachers of the Church {aid an honeſt Doctor /e) of 
the laſt Century) are not to nale Religion, but to ſhew it; 
to declare unto the World the whole Coumſel , God, concerning 
the Salvation of Man, in the native Purity and Simplicity of the 
Goſpel; not i Mordt which: Mans Wiſdom teacheth, but which 
abe Hog Gheſt reucheth. For in Matters of mere . 


* we 
(a) "Rom. NV benen. viii. 7. 4 Whichcot. 


| ta) 
edit ab Sookt Hr Fa of the Lied; to do leſs or more; 
what he has commanded us, har, „ pres. 
and call 0 eee | | 


Had this Rule been univerſally obſerved. through the Wa 
Ages of the Church; what Feuds and Animoſities, what Jarrs 
and Contentions, what Murders and Maſlacres had been ws 
pily prevented! 


\Peace.on Earth, e is mm 
and Genius of the Goſpel, whoſe benevolent Spirit killeth the 

Seeds of Diſcord, purifieth the Hearts, ſweeteneth the Tempers, 
bridleth the Tongues, and bindeth the hoſtile Hands of its Pro- 
feſſors. And therefore when this Goſpel is turned into a Sword; 

this is not intentionally the Work of its Author; but eventually 
the Effect of an Abuſe of his Doctrine: For they that bite and 
devour one-another, act in Defiance of that Authority, which 

expreſly commandeth them to love their very Enemies, by and to 
follow Peace with all Men a 8 


The unputstion of uch an inconſiſtent Conduct we hall dl. 
ways avoid, if we «bu/e not our Power in the Geſpel, and bandle 
not the Word of God deceitfully, fomenting Diviſions about Matters 
of doubtful Diſputation; but as in Sincerity, as of God, we Jpeak 
in Chriſt, commending ourſekves to every Man's Conſcience in the 
Sight of God, in the peaceable, diligent and affectionate Diſ- 
charge of the various Duties of our important Station.—— 
This is our indiſpenſable Buſineſs, . For, | 8 


re we Watchmen of the Houſe of Lirael? hear the Word at 

my Mouth, ſaith the Lord, and give them warning from me, that 

the Wicked turn from his Wickedns eſs, leſt his Blood, be required 
> OT 
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(a) Mate xxili. FI 7) Mine: * 00 Elb. il. 14. 0 Exel. ni. 17, 18. 


T- 1 22 73 
Are we Sbepberd Me be to. the Shepherds. that PP, theme 
ſelves, but. feed not the Flack; that have nof Srengthened the Diſ= 
eaſed, neither have healed that which vas Abl, neithe | 
up that which was broken; neither have brought again that which: 


was driven away; neither have ſought that. which was — But 
with Force and with Cruelty have racing? ebem {h YS 


5 we Stewards of the M an of Ged ? 2 10 ee of, 
every Steward that a Man be found faithful to his Lord, and that 
he give his F dlow-Servants their Feria 9 Meat i in due Seaſon EE 


Are we Miniſters? He that un erb moſt attend on his Mi- 
niſtring; he that teacheth, on Teaching; ang he that een, on 
. bene {&). | 


jy we Ambaſſadors of Crip? We are ſent in: his Wan as 
though God did beſcech ou by Us, in 2 iff. s _ to be reconciled ra 
God C. 


| In every Character of our Office, it is an Office of continual* 

Perſonal Labour as well as of Honour; and then only honourable- 

to us, when we diſcharge the Duties of it with a . Fi · 
delity. 


If we believe the Word of God, we muſt believe we are bound 
to fake heed to ourſelves, and to all the Flock,. over which the 
Holy Ghoſt hath made us Overſeers,. and to watch for their Souls, 
as they that muſt give Account (mJ. And if we regard. the So- 
lemnity of our own. voluntary Promiſes and Engagements at our- 
Ordination, we ſhall want no other Arguments to convince us of 
the Neceflity of an immediate and conſtant Attendance u pan 
tins Work of the Lord... 

p | It 
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| Rt, * 7 1 ] 
it will be but a very poor Comfort to any of us, at OM Great 


1 "Daw. to plead the Privilege and Protection of Human Laws, as a 


Reaſon for abſenting ourſelves. from the Service of Cad. For if 
our own. Heart condemn us, who is he. or what is that. Aus 


1 that can juſtify or "Re us? 


But Grit we may waſh our Hande i in „ Finibns that the Enemy 
may have no evil thing to ſay of us, and the Miniſtry be not blamed, 
let it be our Ambition to ſupport the Dignity of our Character, 
by promoting the Honour of our great Maſter, by convincing all 
the World, thro' our whole Conduct, that our Hearts Defire, and 
Prayer to God for Iſrael, is, that they may be ſaved'; that we are 
ready and willing, upon all Occaſions, to ſpend'and be ſpent for 
the Souls committed' to our Charge, after the Example of the 
glorious Company of the Apoſtles, our illuſtrious Predeceſſors in the 
Faith ; after the Example of the moſt benevolent Saviour of. the 
World, who graciouſly condeſcended to redeem us to God. by his 
Blood. Let it appear, to the Reputation of our. holy Religion, 
that Humility is the true Greatneſs of a Chriſtian, and boundleſs 

Benevolence his diſtinguiſhing Character; that we defire not. 
to have Dominion over the Faith of our People; but to be Helpers 
of their Foy ;——that we think it highly reaſonable, if a. Man 
ill not work, that neither ſhould he eat; that Dignities and Pre- 
ferments ſhould only Folloao Merit, but never go before it; and that 


none but the Elders that have ruled well, and laboured in the Word © 


and Doctrine, ſhould ever be. counted worthy of double Honour (m J. 


n cls; is our Work, and (thanks be to God " 8 is 
the Reward of it. Though we have many Difficulties to en- 
counter, we have all imaginable Encouragement to perſevere with 


Reſolution; for we ſhall reap in due Seaſon, if we faint not u). 
Angels rejoice, and God is well pleaſed at the Converſion of a 


Sinner; and thrice happy are e that turn to bleu, 


1 (m) 0 7 | (n) Galat. vi. % 


| 15 we 


el RS pray for us £4 9 16, not for" our 
= Saks ny, but alſo for your own; that we mayghe. enabled / 

to pray, and preach, and Abe for you, as to begome the bleſſed 
Inſtruments, 3 in God's Hand, of bringing you 70. Ghry. 5 


. Thus united to one- another in the moſt cordial Love and Af- 
fection, little Differences in Opinion, if any ſhould ariſe, will never 
hurt us; they will only afford us Matter for the Exerciſe and Im- 
provement of our Chrifian Charity; but will never excite us to 
- noiſy Strife and angry Debate. An Unity of Affection will ef⸗ 
15 fectually prevent all. the bad Conſequences of Nifference in Opi- 
nion. Let us be unanimous and in earneſt in Wing the Will of 
God; and we ſhall find but ite Tims. and 4 uf Inclination, to 
pure about it. 


Thus firmly united in the ad Bond of int) F rienditii, 
events Edeid-wnd Heavy chearfully co-operating in this Labour of 
Love, God will bleſs us, his Grace will aſſiſt us, and his Mercy 
and Goodneſs. will crown us with Succeſs... Conſcious of the 
Sincerity of our Endeavours to d bis Will, we ſhall-not only #now 
| of the Doctrine, but ſhall happily reap the Fruits of that Know- 


ledge, and may [humbly hope to be glorified together, When we 
i n b e me ow wa aa neu . wee | 
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A bann ON preached in the Pariſh Church of Preftbury, Olable- 9, _ "RAE 
the Day appointed to be kept as a General Thankſgiving to Almighty God, for 
the Suppreſſion of the late . unnatural Rebellion, Publiſhed at the Requeſt of 
Charles Legh, of Adlington, Efq; Patron of the ſaid Church.” . 

A SERM amn preached in the Cathedral Church of Hefter, at the Affzes, April 
15, 174% before the Honourable Mr. Serjeant Skinner, Chief Juſtice ; and the - 
Honourable Jahn Talber, Eſq; Second Judge of Chyftr. Publiſhed eee 
of the High Sheriff and the Gentlemen of the Grand Jury r 

A SERMON preached in the Pariſh Church of Br. Ofeoald, + in Cheſter, at ht 
| Aﬀfizes, Auguſt 1, 1749, before the Honourable Mr. Serjeant Skinner, Chief 
Juſtice ; and the Honoumble Jab Tulbar, Efq; Second Judge of hr. Pub- 
liſhed at the Requeſt of the — and Reverend the Judges, the High 
* Sc. 


